Stars forever, while we sleep

Mixed choruses divisi and optional quartet

(Six movement version)

Music by Donald M. Skirvin
Lyrics by Sara Teasdale
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IX. Though | have loved
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Sara Teasdale poems

l. There will be stars

There will be stars over the
place forever;

Though the house we loved
and the street we loved are
lost,

Every time the earth circles
her orbit

On the night the autumn
equinox is crossed,

Two stars we knew, poised on
the peak of midnight

Will reach their zenith;
stillness will be deep;
There will be stars over the
place forever,

There will be stars forever,
while we sleep.

Il. Clear evening

The crescent moon is large
enough to linger

A little while after the twilight
goes,

This moist midsummer night
the garden perfumes

Are earth and apple, dewy
pine and rose.

Over my head four new-cut
stars are glinting

And the inevitable night draws
on;

[ am alone, the old terror takes
me,

Evenings will come like this
when [ am gone;

Evenings on evenings, years on
years forever -

Be taut, my spirit, close upon
and keep

The scent, the brooding chill,
the gliding firefly,

A poem learned before I fall
asleep.

V. Fontainebleau

Interminable palaces front on
the green parterres,

And ghosts of ladies lovely and
immoral

Glide down the gilded stairs,
The high cold corridors are
clicking with the heel taps
That long ago were theirs.

But in the sunshine, in the
vague autumn sunshine,

The geometric gardens are
desolately gay;

The crimson and scarlet and
rose-red dahlias

Are painted like the ladies who
used to pass this way

With a ringletted monarch, a
Henry or a Louis

On a lost October day.

The aisles of the garden lead
into the forest,

The aisles lead into autumn, a
damp wind grieves,

Ghostly kings are hunting, the
boar breaks cover,

But the sounds of horse and
horn are hushed in falling
leaves,

Four centuries of autumns,
four centuries of leaves.

VI. Arcturus in autumn

When, in the gold October
dusk, I saw you near to setting,
Arcturus, bringer of spring,
Lord of the summer nights,
leaving us now in autumn,
Having no pity on our
withering;

Oh then I knew at last that my
own autumn was upon me,
[ felt it in my blood,

Restless as dwindling streams
that still remember
The music of their flood.

There in the thickening dark a
wind-bent tree above me
Loosed its last leaves in flight -
[ saw you sink and vanish,
pitiless Arcturus,

You will not stay to share our
lengthening night.

VIIl. Wisdom

[t was a night of early spring,
The winter-sleep was scarcely
broken;

Around us shadows and the
wind

Listened for what was never
spoken.

Though half a score of years
are gone,

Spring comes as sharply now
as then -

But if we had it all to do

It would be done the same
again.

[t was a spring that never
came,

But we have lived enough to
know

What we have never had,
remains;

It is the things we have that go.

IX. The flight and Let it be
you

The flight

We are two eagles
Flying together
Under the heavens,
Over the mountains,



Stretched on the wind.
Sunlight heartens us,
Blind snow baffles us,
Clouds wheel after us
Ravelled and thinned.
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Stars forever, while we sleep

Words by . Music by
Sara Teasdale V. Fontainebleau Donald M. Skirvin
Fontainebleau (Dark of the Moon) Mixed Chorus (All)
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Stars forever, while we sleep

Words by VI A t . t Music by
Sara Teasdale - ArCturus in autumn Donald M. Skirvin
Arcturus in autumn Solo Quartet, Or Full Mixed Chorus,
(Dark of the Moon) Or Semi-Chorus (4 or 8 voices from each double chorus)
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Stars forever, while we sleep

Words by Music by
Sara Teasdale VIII. Wisdom Donald M. Skirvin
Wisdom (Dark of the Moon) Mixed Chorus (All)
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